PREFACE
The phenomena are given, then the inevitability of the hypothesis, and finally a demonstration of how the use of this hypothesis does unlock secrets supposed to be for ever hidden.
So much for the purpose of the book.
But care must be taken to understand the language. However general and abstract thought may be it cannot be clearly expressed in abstract terms. Energy is universal, but can only be manifested and understood when embodied in individual forms of matter It is the same with thought. It must have a local habitation and a name. Trope and figure are inevitable and necessary. Therefore I must express my thought in figures.
But I beg the reader not to go beyond the record and read into my terminology things I do not mean. The World Soul is that which pervades all living matter and is the cause and explanation of all phenomena of life. God, if there be one, is that which lies behind the World. I attribute to neither God nor the World Soul qualities other than those which are inevitable in them as the causes of these phenomena. I am not concerned to prove either. I" am agnostic in these matters, as in all others. What I am concerned to do is to find the exact truth of things, and to connect them into a coherent whole. It seems to me that the hypothesis of the World Soul does this. If so, it must be true. If not, let us find the truth.
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